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Dear International
student
Welcome to the International Student’s Guide, where
you will find all the steps to follow for your application,
as well as information on the different available
campuses of Universidad Privada Boliviana (UPB).
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Activities Calendar

Application process
¿How to apply to UPB?

Exchange Period
(only Bachelors)

Degree

Bachelor

National Festivities
January 1
January 22
February 2
Two days celebration
Three days celebration
End of Good Friday
May 1
60 days after Easter
June 21
August 6
November 2
December 25

New Year’s Day
Plurinational State of Bolivia´s
Anniversary
Feast of the Virgen of Candelaria
Carnival
Good Friday (Viernes Santo)
Easter Sunday (Domingo de Pascua)
Labor Day
Corpus Christi
Andean New Year
Independence Day
All Saints Day
Christmas

Undergraduate

Certification/
Master/ Doctorate

Bilateral
Agreements ISEP

Postgraduate Admissions

Free Movers

Contact the
Internationalization
Department

Admissions
- CBBA: +591(4)4268287
- CBBA: +591(4)4268287 - LPZ +591(2)170000
- SCZ +591(3)3415151
- LPZ +591(2)2165700
- SCZ +591(3)3415151

- CBBA: +591(4)4268287
- LPZ +591(2)2165700
- SCZ +591(3)3415151

Application

Accepted
by UPB

Bolivian visa
application

Exchange period
at UPB
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Campus
Julio León Prado

Campus
Fernando Illanes
de la Riva

Campus
Santa Cruz

Cochabamba, Bolivia

La Paz, Bolivia

Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia

Exchange students by bilateral agreement must be
nominated by the international office responsible for
academic exchanges at their home university. In the
case of free movers, the student should contact the
internationalization coordinator of the campus of
interest directly. Once UPB accepts the nomination or
application, the student must complete and attach the
following documents:
•Admission form (sent by UPB).
•Official grades certificate of all courses taken
(including lost and canceled).
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•Certification or justification of a level B1 in Spanish
according to the CEFR.
•Scanned passport - bibliographic page (PDF format).
•Student´s photograph, red background (4x4 cm).
•International health insurance.
Note: UPB will grant students accident insurance only.
From this point on, the student will be in constant contact
with the internationalization coordinator who will guide
you through completion of the application process, as
well as provide the necessary support for the student’s
arrival in the country, city, and campus.
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Modular system
This modular academic system is intensive,
innovative and suitable to potentiate
student´s efficiency. This system allows
students to study up to 8 subjects per
semester, with an intensity of 2 hours per
day per subject, per module. This system
seeks:
•To focus the student’s attention on
specific areas of study.
•To increase academic performance,
achieving an adequate distribution
of the academic load and a
complete development of the issues
raised for each class session.
•To avoid crossing partial or final exams,
allowing the student to properly
schedule their study schedules.
The academic schedule is divided as
follows:
•Semester I: February to June.
•Semester II: August to December.
Also, our students have special courses in
the intermediate periods of winter and
summer, as is the case of “Oral and Written
Communication Skills”, mandatory for
students who have a B1 level in Spanish.
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semester.

Course choice
All the descriptions of the courses taught
for undergraduate students at UPB can
be found in the following web page:
www.upb.edu
Once there, enter the “Undergraduate”
tab and choose your preferred
campus. You will find information on
the two faculties (Facultad de Ciencias
Empresariales y Derecho – FACED and
Facultad de Ingenierías y Arquitectura –
FIA), with a list of the different available
careers, including the list of subjects per

Bachelor of Science in
Entrepreuneurial Sciences
and Law:

Bachelor of Science
degrees in Enginieering:

• Architecture
• Civil Engineering
• Computer System Engineering
• Electromechanical Engineering
• Electronic System and
Telecommunication Engineering
• Industrial and System Engineering
• Petroleum and Natural Gas
Engineering
• Production Engineering
• Environmental and Alternative
Energies Engineering

• Business Administration
• Commercial Engineering
• Corporate Communication
• Economics
• Financial Engineering
• Graphic Design
• Law
• Marketing and Logistics
• Organizational Psychology
• International Relations and
Business (coming soon)
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For the subject selection process, you must send the home institute’s approved subject
list according to the format that will be sent to you during the process.
Students who have a B1 level in Spanish, with their approved justification, must take
the precaution of starting classes one month prior the start date of the semester
(intermediate period) to take the “Oral and Written Communication Techniques”
course, concealed to provide the necessary leveling in Spanish, immerse themselves
in the city, and actively participate in class.

Wildlife

Class schedules will be delivered to each student upon arrival. The schedule can be
defined or modified during the first two weeks of classes of each module.

In 2017, the World Travel Awards
conferred Bolivia the prizes for World’s
Leading Cultural Destination, South
America’s Leading Green Destination,
and South America’s Leading Cultural
Destination. In the following years,
Bolivia has also been nominated for
various tourism awards, and continues
sparring no effort in giving the best travel
experience to international travelers.

Bolivia is home to 40% of the world’s
biodiversity, and 17% of its territory is
classified as a protected area.

Tourism

Requirements
Acceptance letter

Colonial history

Student Visa

The acceptance letter from UPB will
be sent in PDF format via e-mail to
both the student and the coordinator
of the home institute. The letter will
be delivered in physical format to the
student upon arrival to the country.

Students who are going to stay for a
semester, or two, at UPB, must obtain
their student visa at the nearest Bolivian
embassy or consulate in their country
of origin. The traditional documents to
be submitted for this procedure are:
certificate of criminal records, certificate
of home registration, medical certificate,
notarized letter accrediting economic
solvency, and the acceptance letter
as an exchange student at UPB. This
last document will be sent to the
student when the application has
been accepted. The student visa costs
approximately 115 USD.

UPB Virtual

The student can access www.upbvirtual.net
which is the Moodle used to follow the
assigned subjects.
To do so, the student must use their
student UPB code and password that
will be delivered at an appropriate time
by the internationalization coordinator.

Note: The visa requirements and cost
may vary depending on the country in
which it is requested.

UPB System

The student has the possibility to access
their grades and some documents
of necessity through the following
page: www.sistemas.upb.edu using their
student’s UPB code and password.
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From the legendary riches of Potosí to
the cradle of the first revolutionary outcry
for Latin American independence, the
country is filled with buildings, museums,
and churches that convey the colonial
history.

About
Bolivia
Diverse landscapes

Mountains,
deserts,
grasslands,
Amazonian jungle: we have it all!

Festivals

All year round, Bolivia hosts a plethora of
spiritual, traditional, and colorful festivals
which are filled with culture and joy.

Citizen security

According to tourists, Bolivia is one of
the most peaceful, safe and hospitable
countries in Latin America.

or

Affordable

Bolivia is an affordable destination for
foreigners, from the low cost of public
transport to the unexpensive local
delicacies. Expect some price variation
across cities.

Indigenous culture

About 62% of the Bolivian population is
of indigenous descent: the constitution
recognizes 36 different native nations,
with their own languages, customs and
traditions.
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• Family home room

This furnished room has access to bathroom, use of
the kitchen, laundry service and internet. Likewise, the
family will support the student in orientation of the city,
mobilization from home to UPB, among others.

• Rent in individual or shared apartment

UPB will help students search for comfortable
apartments according to the specifications and
economic disposition of the student. It is common
for tenants to request that students pay one- or twomonths deposit.
The university does not sign the agreement with the
people who offer their apartments, nor is responsible
for inconveniences with the owners. Therefore, each
student is responsible for the rental contract and/or
damages that may arise.

Transportation service
UPB has an outsourced transportation service available
for students to and from each campus, in different
schedules.

Complementary
services
Accommodation
The UPB does not have student residences, however, there are two accommodation
alternatives that are proposed to international students:
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Student Life
DAAE

Registry

The Admissions and Students Affairs Office (DAAE, in Spanish) is in charge of student’s
enrollment and student’s life on campus. DAAE is composed of different departments
that offer a complete service to students. The departments are: Orientation, Advise and
Scholarships, Sports and Culture, Admissions, Registry, Student Society SEUPB, Students
Affairs, and Internationalization.

This department is in charge of completing all the
information at student´s files and guiding them
through its completion. They are also in charge of
student’s cards (with different advantages offered
to students) and of guiding students through the
system available for courses and administrative
procedures.

Student Affairs

This department offers different activities related to
volunteering and on campus well being. They are
constantly engaging in different solidarity projects
targeting to help the less fortunate, improve
animal well being and promote environmental
responsibility.

Internationalization

This department offers five programs at the moment: Student Exchange (includes
bilateral agreements, ISEP - International Student Exchange Program, ELAP - Emerging
Leaders of the Americas Program, and Free Movers), Cultural and Intellectual
exchanges (agreements with AIESEC and Fundación Ciudad Mundo, for vacations),
Cruzando Fronteras – Out of the Box (conferences, competitions, among others),
Internships (IAESTE - International Association for the
Exchange of Students for Technical Experience, AIESEC)
and En Vista al Futuro (personalized orientation towards
an international master’s degree).

Orientation, Advise and Scholarship

This department is in charge of offering students
psychological and health related counseling as well
as vocational orientation and placement services.
They are accessible on campus.

Culture and Sports

Different clubs are offered to students, such as
academic, artistic, musical, cultural and social clubs.
Students have opportunities to participate in sports
such as basketball, soccer, racquetball, volleyball,
softball, table tennis and aerobics.
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Student Society at UPB (SEUPB)

Student Society at UPB (SEUPB) is a society run by
students, for students. It organizes entertainment and
cultural events, special seminars, community service
activities and sports.

UPB Match

Traditional UPB’s tournament, coordinated between
DAAE and SEUPB, in which all the careers participate
in various disciplines, both sports and cultural, and
leads to healthy competition, enhancing leadership
and teamwork traits in students. All students participate
in the activities, reaching their culmination in the final
battle in October.
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Cochabamba
Known as the City of Eternal Spring, the city
is also considered as the culinary capital of
Bolivia because of the variety, copiousness,
and the quality of the culinary arts. It houses
the early XXth century mansion of one of the
famous Tin Barons, Simón I. Patiño, which is
now Pedagogical and Cultural Center. A few
kilometers away, we can find various attractions,
such as Toto Toro´s prehistoric caves or Liriuni´s
hot springs.
Get to know the city at:
www.boliviaentusmanos.com

Facts about Cochabamba
• Population: 713,100
• Weather (average): 20°C.
• Precipitation (average): 518 mm.
• Elevation: 2,558 m above sea level.
• Demonym: Cochabambinos.
• +60 Gastronomic Festivals.
• 30 min. from Urkupiña and Virgen
de Urkupiña Festival.
• Cristo de la Concordia – 2nd largest
statue of Jesus Christ in the world.
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Facts about Campus
Julio León Prado
• Students: 1,800
• Student to Professor ratio: 9:1
• Discounted and dedicated bus
service daily from the city to campus.
• Photovoltaic Electrical Generator.

Campus Julio León Prado
Located only 20 minutes from the main
square Plaza 14 de Septiembre, campus
Julio León Prado is known for its warm and
friendly community,
Campus Julio León Prado has many
activities going on, mainly organized by
students. It includes 35-student classrooms,
laboratories in science, engineering, and
computer science, an auditorium, and
a coliseum with a built-in scene where
important sport and cultural activities take
place. Additionally, students enjoy lounge
areas, recreative facilities and a cafeteria.

Living in Cochabamba
Ítem

Amount (USD)

Frecuency of payment

Comment

1 bedroom apartment

200

Monthly

The price may vary if the
apartment is shared or is located
outside the city. It includes the
apartment’s expenses.

Varied living cost

30

Monthly

Electricity, water, gas.

Internet

30

Monthly

Basic.

Sport outside campus

36

Monthly

Food at home

8

Daily

Breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

UPB´s transportation service

26

Monthly

Transport from/to campus,
in different schedules.

External transportation

0,30

Per trip

Trufi.
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La Paz

Facts about Campus
Fernando Illanes de
la Riva

With an average altitude of 3,640 m above sea
level, La Paz is one of the 7 Wonder Cities of the
world and home to the seat of government of
the Plurinational State of Bolivia. Located near
to many popular day-trip touristic sights such
as Tiwanaku pre-columbian ruins, Chacaltaya
mountain, Muela del Diablo peak, and Lake
Titicaca. The city holds a great number of
museums as well as markets, has an easy onand-off public transportation system and is
home to the world’s highest and largest cable
car system.

• Students: 1,300
• Student to Professor ratio: 16:1
• Discounted and dedicated bus
service daily from the city
to campus.

Get to know the city at:
www.boliviaentusmanos.com

Facts about La Paz
• Population: 810,000
• Weather (average): 8°C
• Precipitation (average): 575 mm.
• Elevation: 3,640 m above sea level.
• Demonym: Paceños.
• Recognized as a Wonder City by
New7Wonders Cities in 2015.
• Home to the longest and highest
urban cable car network in the world.
• Hosts important landmarks belonging
to the colonial times.
• 2 hours away from the ancient ruins
of Tiwanaku.
• 3 hours away from Lake Titicaca.
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Campus Fernando Illanes
de la Riva
Surrounded by beautiful panoramic views, this campus is
located 30 minutes away from the most transited parts of
the city. The campus mingles La Paz’s astounding mountain
views with the advantages of being the administrative
capital.
Campus Fernando Illanes de la Riva was built in 2005
and its located in the outskirts of the city. It’s a fun, safe
and biodiverse location that offers facilities not only for
academic life but also catering to students´ recreational
activities. It includes 35-student classrooms, laboratories
in science, engineering, and informatics, an auditorium,
a coliseum with a built-in scene where important sports
and cultural events take place, students’ lounge areas,
recreative facilities and a cafeteria.

Living in La Paz
Ítem

Amount (USD)

Frecuency of payment

Comment

1 bedroom apartment

250

Monthly

The price may vary if the
apartment is shared or is located
outside the city. It includes the
apartment’s expenses.

Varied living cost

35

Monthly

Electricity, water, gas.

Internet

32

Monthly

Basic.

Sport outside campus

42

Monthly

Agreement with GO gym.

Food at home

8

Daily

Breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

UPB´s transportation service

26

Monthly

Transport from/to campus,
in different schedules.

External transportation

0,45

Per trip

Trufi, minubus or cableway.
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Santa Cruz
de la Sierra
It is the commercial and economic heart of the
country and one of the fastest growing cities in
the world. Santa Cruz is the most economically
prosperous city in the country. Famous for its
tropical climate and its proximity to touristic
sights, this city has access to the Chiquitania
region, to a variety of national parks, and to
beautiful waterfalls such as Espejillos Waterfalls
and Jardín de las delicias Waterfalls.

Facts about Campus
Santa Cruz
•Opening in February 2020.

Campus Santa Cruz

Get to know the city at:
www.boliviaentusmanos.com

Campus Santa Cruz has similar commodities
than in it´s sister campuses. It includes
35-student classrooms, laboratories of
science, engineering, and computing
science, an auditorium, students´ lounge
area, recreative facilities and a cafeteria.

Facts about Santa Cruz
de la Sierra
• Population: 1,705,700
• Weather (average): 30°C
• Precipitation (average): 1,251 mm.
• Elevation: 416 m above sea level.
• Demonym: Cruceños.
• Carnaval Cruceño – inspired in Brazilian
carnivals.
• Home of the biggest exhibition faire of
the country – FEXPOCRUZ.
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Living in Santa Cruz de la Sierra
Ítem

Amount (USD)

Frecuency of payment

Comment

1 bedroom apartment

330

Monthly

The price may vary if the
apartment is shared or is located
outside the city. It includes the
apartment’s expenses.

Varied living cost

30

Monthly

Electricity, water, gas.

Internet

30

Monthly

Basic.

Sport outside campus

50

Monthly

Agreement with GO gym.

Food at home

10

Daily

Breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

UPB´s transportation service

26

Monthly

Transport from/to campus,
in different schedules.

External transportation

0,45

Per trip

Trufi or minubus.
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CONTACT US
Campus Julio León Prado – Cochabamba
Admission and Enrollment Management Dean:
Gustavo Molina
gmolina@upb.edu
International Exchange Coordinator:
Prafulla Acharya
pacharya@upb.edu
Campus Fernando Illanes de la Riva – La Paz
Admission and Enrollment Management Dean:
Denisse Estremadoyro
denisseestremadoyro@lp.upb.edu
International Exchange Coordinator:
Mariana Pérez Escobar
marianaperez@upb.edu
Campus Santa Cruz
Admission and Enrollment Management Dean:
Carlos Foronda
carlosforonda@upb.edu

www.upb.edu

@UPBoficial

@InternacionalizacionUPB

upboficial

