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Tourism

In 2017, the World Travel Awards conferred
Bolivia the prizes for World’s Leading
Cultural Destination, South America’s
Leading Green Destination, and South
America’s Leading Cultural Destination. In
the following years, Bolivia has also been
nominated for various tourism awards,
and continues sparring no effort in giving
the best travel experience to international
travelers.

Diverse landscapes

Mountains, deserts, grasslands, or Amazonian
jungle: we have it all!

Indigenous culture

About 62% of the Bolivian population is
of indigenous descent: the constitution
recognizes 36 different native nations, with
their own languages, customs and traditions.

Wildlife

Bolivia is home to 40% of the world’s
biodiversity, and 17% of its territory is classified
as a protected area.

Colonial history

From the legendary riches of Potosí to
the cradle of the first revolutionary outcry
for Latin American independence, the
country is filled with buildings, museums,
and churches that convey the colonial
history.

Festivals

All year round, Bolivia hosts a plethora of
spiritual, traditional, and colorful festivals
which are filled with culture and joy.

Citizen security

According to tourists, Bolivia is one of
the most peaceful, safe and hospitable
countries in Latin America.

Affordable

Bolivia is an affordable destination for
foreigners, from the low cost of public
transport to the unexpensive local
delicacies. Expect some price variation
across cities.
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National Festivities

January 1
New Year’s Day
January 22
Plurinational State of
Bolivia´s Anniversary
February 2
Feast of the Virgen
of Candelaria
Two days celebration
Carnival
Three days celebration
Good Friday (Viernes Santo)
End of Good Friday
Easter Sunday
(Domingo de Pascua)
May 1
Labor Day
60 days after Easter
Corpus Christi
June 21
Andean New Year
August 6
Independence Day
November 2
All Saints Day
December 25
Christmas
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ABOUT
UNIVERSIDAD
PRIVADA
BOLIVIANA (UPB)

Established in 1992, UPB is a
nonprofit institution founded by
the
Confederation
of
Private
Entrepreneurs of Bolivia and the
Federation of Private Business
Organizations of Cochabamba,
aiming to train the next generation
of business leaders in Bolivia.
UPB is a founding member of the
National Association of Private
Universities in Bolivia, has an ISO
9001: 2015
certification
and
is
authorized to offer degrees at
Bachelor, Master, and Doctoral levels
by the Bolivian Ministry of Education.
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ABOUT OUR CAMPUS
Campus Julio León Prado in Cochabamba

Located only 20 minutes from the main square Plaza 14 de Septiembre, campus Julio
León Prado is known for its warm and friendly community.
Campus Julio León Prado has many activities going on, mainly organized by students.
It includes 35-student classrooms, laboratories in science, engineering, and computer
science, an auditorium, and a coliseum with a built-in scene where important sport and
cultural activities take place. Additionally, students enjoy lounge areas, recreative facilities
and a cafeteria.

The City of Cochabamba

Known as the City of Eternal Spring, the city
is also considered as the culinary capital of
Bolivia because of the variety, copiousness,
and the quality of the culinary arts. It houses
the early XXth century mansion of one of the
famous Tin Barons, Simón I. Patiño, which is
now Pedagogical and Cultural Center. A
few kilometers away, we can find various
attractions, such as Toto Toro´s prehistoric
caves or Liriuni´s hot springs.
Get to know the city at:
www.boliviaentusmanos.com

Facts about
Cochabamba
Facts about Campus
Julio León Prado

• Students: 1,800
• Student to Professor ratio: 9:1
• Discounted and dedicated bus service
daily from the city to campus.
• Photovoltaic Electrical Generator.
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• Population: 713,100
• Weather (average): 20°C
• Precipitation (average): 518 mm.
• Elevation: 2,558 m above sea level.
• Demonym: Cochabambinos.
• +60 Gastronomic Festivals.
• 30 min. from Urkupiña and Virgen
de Urkupiña Festival.
• Cristo de la Concordia – 2nd largest
statue of Jesus Christ in the world.
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Campus Fernando Illanes de
la Riva in La Paz

Surrounded by beautiful panoramic views,
this campus is located 30 minutes away
from the most transited parts of the city.
The campus mingles La Paz’s astounding
mountain views with the advantages of
being the administrative capital.

Campus Fernando Illanes de la Riva was
built in 2005 and its located in the outskirts
of the city. It’s a fun, safe and biodiverse
location that offers facilities not only
for academic life but also catering to
students´ recreational activities. It includes
35-student classrooms, laboratories in
science, engineering, and informatics,
an auditorium, a coliseum with a built-in
scene where important sports and cultural
events take place, students’ lounge areas,
recreative facilities and a cafeteria.

Facts about Campus
Fernando Illanes de la Riva
• Students: 1,300
• Student to Professor ratio: 16:1
• Discounted and dedicated bus
service daily from the city to campus.

The City of La Paz

With an average altitude of 3,640 m above
sea level, La Paz is one of the 7 Wonder
Cities of the world and home to the seat
of government of the Plurinational State of
Bolivia. Located near to many popular daytrip touristic sights such as Tiwanaku precolumbian ruins, Chacaltaya mountain,
Muela del Diablo peak, and Lake Titicaca.
The city holds a great number of museums
as well as markets, has an easy on-and-off
public transportation system and is home to
the world’s highest and largest cable car
system.
Get to know the city at:
www.boliviaentusmanos.com

Facts about La Paz

• Population: 810,000
• Weather (average): 8°C
• Precipitation (average): 575 mm.
• Elevation: 3,640 m above sea level.
• Demonym: Paceños.
• Recognized as a Wonder City by
New7Wonders Cities in 2015.
• Home to the longest and highest
urban cable car network in the world.
• Hosts important landmarks belonging
to the colonial times.
• 2 hours away from the ancient ruins
of Tiwanaku.
• 3 hours away from Lake Titicaca.
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SCHEDULE
Application deadlines for regular students:
• 15th of January - For the period of study starting February 1*.
• 15th of July - For the period of study starting August 1*.

Application deadlines for Inbound Students:
• 30th of April - For the period of study starting August 1*.
• 31st of October - For the period of study starting February 1*.

Campus Santa Cruz

Campus Santa Cruz has similar commodities than in it´s sister campuses. It includes
35-student classrooms, laboratories of science, engineering, and computing science, an
auditorium, students´ lounge area, recreative facilities and a cafeteria.

Facts about Campus
Santa Cruz
Opening in February 2020.

The City of Santa Cruz

It is the commercial and economic heart
of the country and one of the fastest
growing cities in the world. Santa Cruz is
the most economically prosperous city in
the country. Famous for its tropical climate
and its proximity to touristic sights, this city
has access to the Chiquitania region, to a
variety of national parks, and to beautiful
waterfalls such as Espejillos Waterfalls and
Jardín de las delicias Waterfalls.
Get to know the city at:
www.boliviaentusmanos.com
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Facts about Santa Cruz
de la Sierra

• Population: 1,705,700
• Weather (average): 30°C
• Precipitation (average): 1,251 mm.
• Elevation: 416 m above sea level.
• Demonym: Cruceños.
• Carnaval Cruceño – inspired in Brazilian
carnivals.
• Home of the biggest exhibition faire of
the country – FEXPOCRUZ.

Note: Pre-University Spanish courses start one month before the beginning of the semester.
*Subject to change, please consult the Internationalization Department.

GENERAL
INFORMATION
ON UPB

• Founded in 1992.
• Certificate by TÜV Rheinland since 2003: ISO 9001: 2015.
• Mercosur accreditation since 2015 for Bachelor on: Architecture, Civil Engineering, and
Production Engineering.
• Photovoltaic Electrical Generator in Cochabamba and La Paz´s campus.
• 11 Research Centers.
• Ranked as the best private university in the country by Nueva Economía.
• Ranked as the best private university in the country by QS Top Rankings in 2018, 2019
and 2020.
• Only Bolivian postgraduate program ranked by America Economía, ranked top 25 in
Latin America.
• In 2020, America Economía considered UPB to be the best Business School in Bolivia,
4th in Academic Strength, and 15th best university in Latin America.
• UPB is the only Bolivian university to be a member of AMBA, AACSB and EFMD.
• Student body is composed by 97% Bolivians and 3% international students, and
internationalization is expanding.
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Master of Science
Programs in:

• Economics
• Engineering of Roads and Bridges
• Electrical & Power Management
• Electrical and Computer Engineering
• Maintenance and Industrial
Productivity Engineering
• Petroleum & Natural Gas Engineering
• Business Administration
o Electric Engineering
o Hydrocarbons
o Civil Construction and Real Estate

STUDY
PROGRAMS
Bachelor of Science degrees
in Engineering*:

• Architecture
• Civil Engineering
• Computer System Engineering
• Electromechanical Engineering
• Electronic System and Telecommunication
Engineering
• Industrial and System Engineering
• Petroleum and Natural Gas Engineering
• Production Engineering
• Environmental and Alternative Energies Engineering

Master of Arts Programs in:

• Business Administration
o Marketing
o Supply Chain Management
o Image and Corporative Branding
o Digital Business
o Finance
• International Business
• Commercial Law
• International Business and Commerce
• Business Law
• Public Management and Government
• Marketing
• Finance
*A bachelor’s degree at UPB,according
to Bolivian legislation, includes all the
required course work plus a thesis, an
internship or a comprehension exam.
To encourage students to “learn
by doing”, the teaching process
promotes student internships that take
place in industry, service companies
and governmental agencies all over
the country and abroad whenever
possible.

Bachelor of Science in
Entrepreuneurial Sciences and Law*:
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• Business Administration
• Commercial Engineering
• Corporate Communication
• Economics
• Financial Engineering
• Graphic Design
• Law
• Marketing and Logistics
• Organizational Psychology
• International Business and Affairs (coming soon)

Doctoral Programs in:

While there is a maximum class size
of 35-students, average class size is of
fifteen students.

• Economics and Business Administration
15

STUDENT LIFE
DAAE

RESEARCH
AND EXTENSION
PROGRAMS

Culture and Sports
Different clubs are offered to students, such
as academic, artistic, musical, cultural and
social clubs. Students have opportunities
to participate in sports such as basketball,
soccer, racquetball, volleyball, softball,
table tennis and aerobics.

The Admissions and Students Affairs Office
(DAAE, in Spanish) is in charge of student’s
enrollment and student’s life on campus.
DAAE is composed of different departments
that offer a complete service to students. The
departments are: Orientation, Advise and
Scholarships, Sports and Culture, Admissions,
Registry, Student Society SEUPB, Students Registry
Affairs, and Internationalization.
This department is in charge of completing
all the information at student´s files and
guiding them through its completion. They
Orientation, Advise and Scholarships
are also in charge of student’s cards (with
This department is in charge of offering
different advantages offered to students)
students psychological and health related
and of guiding students through the system
counseling as well as vocational orientation
available for courses and administrative
and placement services. They are accessible
procedures.
on campus.

Research

UPB has eleven research centers:
• Business and Economics
• Industrial Processes
• Optics and Energies
• Agribusiness and Andean Agriculture
• Applied Computer Technology
• Environmental and Civil Engineering
• Architecture and Urban Development
• Statistics and Information Generation
• Phytochemical Investigations
• Studies in Computer Solutions
• Research and Financial Innovation

Extension Programs

UPB offers short and medium term courses
and graduate programs for prospective
students with an undergraduate degree.
16
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Student Affairs
This department offers different activities
related to volunteering and on campus
well being. They are constantly engaging
in different solidarity projects targeting to
help the less fortunate, improve animal
well being and promote environmental
responsibility.
Internationalization
This department offers five programs
at the moment: Student Exchange
(includes bilateral agreements, ISEP International Student Exchange Program,
ELAP - Emerging Leaders of the Americas
Program, and Free Movers), Cultural and
Intellectual exchanges (agreements with
AIESEC and Fundación Ciudad Mundo, for
vacations), Cruzando Fronteras – Out of the
Box (conferences, competitions, among
others), Internships (IAESTE - International
Association for the Exchange of Students
for Technical Experience, AIESEC) and En
Vista al Futuro (personalized orientation
Transportation Service
towards an international master’s degree).
UPB has a transportation service available
for students to, and from, each campus.
Student Society at UPB (SEUPB)
Student Society at UPB (SEUPB) is a society
run by students, for students. It organizes
entertainment and cultural events, special
seminars, community service activities
and sports.

Student’s Insurance
UPB provides students with insurance
coverage against accidents that might
occur on campus.
Admission procedure and
requirements (regular)
For admission, students are required to have
an interview with the Dean of Admissions
and Student Services (DAAE), satisfactory
completion of the College Entrance
Examination Board’s Scholastic Aptitude
Test (in Spanish, PAA - Prueba de Aptitud
Académica) and a validated high school
diploma.

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS
Internationalization

This department is in charge of all exchange issues with inbound and outbound students
as well as internal study trips. The coordinator is the contact person for any students
regarding their exchange experience, and are available on campus as well as online.
UPB currently has students enrolled from seven different countries.
Most of the courses are taught in Spanish and some in English in the upper level courses,
like Economics, Marketing and Finance.

Admission procedure

UPB admits students through nominations or free movers. Students may contact directly
with the university’s international department or the coordinator of exchange programs,
where they will be guided through the procedure and informed about campus, city,
and country’s ways of life.

Pre-University courses are offered for all
programs; basic science and specific skill
classes are required for some programs (for
instance, for Graphic Design or Law).
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Financial aid
More than 50% of the student body receives
financial aid through UPB’s scholarships and
another 12% receive loans.
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Housing

For inbound students, this internationalization department takes care of placing students
in comfortable housing with Bolivian families as well as private departments, depending
on the chosen program.

Language

UPB offers courses in Spanish and some in English. All inbound students that have a
B1 level are required to take the pre-university course, taught a month before the
start of the semester, so students can easily follow the Spanish courses as well as give
them an immersion experience beforehand. Please contact the internationalization
coordinator for more information on the English courses.

Pick-up service

Once you are accepted at UPB, a free
transportation will be arranged from the
airport to the selected housing.
You will also receive a welcome package
containing information on the selected
campus, the city, and Bolivia, as well as a
welcome gift.

Support

The Internationalization department
is
available for any type of support, such as
information and guidance concerning their
application and student life on campus and
abroad. The coordinator is available 24/7
for students, will provide an emergency
number, and will find the necessary solution.
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UNIVERSITY
OF LONDON –
PARALLEL DEGREE
PROGRAM
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Since 1858, the University of London
International Programs has been offering
a route to high quality University of London
programs to students based anywhere in
the world.
In February 2018, the Board of the University
of London International recognized UPB
as an affiliated teaching institution for its
program in Economics, Management,
Finance, and Social Sciences (EMFSS)
offering its programs in BSc Banking &
Finance, BSc Business and Management,
and BSc Economics. The academic
direction of the programs is led by The
London School of Economics and Political
Science (LSE).
In this framework, UPB offers its students
the possibility of earning a parallel
degree from the University of London with
the prestige and academic quality of
this institution. This international program
is available to students in Business
Administration, Commercial Engineering,
Financial Engineering, and Economics.
For more information see
https://london.ac.uk/
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CONTACT US
Campus Julio León Prado – Cochabamba
Admission and Enrollment Management Dean:
Gustavo Molina
gmolina@upb.edu
International Exchange Coordinator:
Prafulla Acharya
pacharya@upb.edu
Campus Fernando Illanes de la Riva – La Paz
Admission and Enrollment Management Dean:
Denisse Estremadoyro
denisseestremadoyro@lp.upb.edu
International Exchange Coordinator:
Mariana Pérez Escobar
marianaperez@upb.edu
Campus Santa Cruz
Admission and Enrollment Management Dean:
Carlos Foronda
carlosforonda@upb.edu

www.upb.edu

@UPBoficial

@InternacionalizacionUPB

upboficial

